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To the Editor of the Bee. 


On Scottifh Songs. 


Sed poftquam fuerant digiti cum ore locuti, 
Edidit haec trifti dulcia verba modo, 
Tis. 43. Ec. iv. 


 Srr, 

Permit me, through the channe) of your mifcellany, 
to fuggeit the expediency of a fhort and liberal enquiry 
into the ufe and progrefs of the admired fongs that are 
fung to melodies, peculiar to the Scottifh Low-landers * 
The purpofe of the following hints-is rather. to obtain 
information, than to eftablith any favourite fyftem4of 
my own. I mean, however, to confine myfelf to the 


* For the difference between them and the Highland vocal airs, eon- 
a Mr. M‘Donald’s colle@ion of the latter, publifhed in the year 
3784. 
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words, the mufic having been treated of in a learned 
differtation publifhed fome years ago. 

I fhall firft ftate fome circumftances that feem to im- 
peach the high antiquity of thefe admired lays. In a 
very rare and curious book *, ‘intitled Seotland’s com- 
plaint, printed at St. Andrews foon after the fatal bat- 
tle of Pinkey, the author takes occafion to give a lift 
of the poems, the tales, and the dances, that were then 
in moft repute. The poems are 35 in number, which, 
from their titles, may have been partly fongs. The 
man of fyftem will, however, be mortified to find, that 
the huntis of Cheviot and the battle of Harlow are the 
only ones familiar to. modern ears. There is, indeed, 
one + relating to the Duke of Albany and Delabaute, 
who was flain by the Homes, in the minority of James 
the V. Hardiknute is none of the tales, fome of 
which were probably in verfe ; and to the dance-tunes 
we are equally ftrangers. It may be faid, this is only 
a {pecimen ; but furely the author’s learning and good 
fenfe would have led him to prefer excellence to medi-’ 
ocrity ; nor was he likely to omjt the Flowers of the 
Foreft, or a number of other fongs, which do honour 
to the tafte and feelings of his countrymen. At the 
fame time, this objection ftrikes with equal force at 
the exiftence of all our ancient poetry, in direct oppo- 
fition to the moft convincing evidence. 

But this is not all: Neither in the Bannatyne nor 
Maitland colleétion, do we find any of the paftoral fongs 
that are reckoned ancient ; and in the former, there is _ 
but a fingle humorous one of any merit{. From the 


{pecimens of 56 love fongs inferibed in it, we learn; 


that the authors. were courtiers and fcholars, rather 
than fimple fwains. 1f they followed the model of the 
cold Englith fongs §, the mufié of which was entirely 


, * See Pinkert. Anc. Poem. Introd. p-cvii. Vol. 2.p. 543- 
+ Pitfcottie’s Hiftory, Ed. 1778, p. 201. 


re $+ Anc, Poems, 1568, p. 191, 192, 212° 


$ Pinkert. Anc. Pocms, Vol. 2, p. 498. 
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harmony, it need not be wondered at,,.that they were 
never popular in a country that delighted only in fimple 
melodies. 

Even this omiffion. -goes only to prove, that the com-. 
pilers of the two collections mentioned above, content- 
ed themfelves with tranfcribing pieces written by poets, 
who had figured in the republic of letters.. They were 
perhaps too faftidious to gather the fongs and ballads, . 
that were the delight of the common people. But 
though the antiquity of the paftoral and humorous ones 
in, queftion cannot be proved from’ old manuf{cripts, 
they may have exifted at a ftill earlier period, among 
an idle illiterate people. Having no conneétion with 
courts or colleges, they were in no hazard of forming 
to theméelves an artificial tafte, on quaint metaphyfical 
models. In that ftate of fociety, the effufions of un- 
taught genius are feldom committed to writing; being 
handed’ down from father to fon by oral tradition. 
Nothing, indeed, is more eafily acquired, or longer 
remembered, than fongs or tales, conjoined with nation- 
al mufic, efpecially when the words touch upon the 
favourite purfuits and paflions of a people. 

There is, however, a circumftanoe which may help 
to throw fome light upon the prefent queftion.. The 
feene of the fineft paftoral fongs is commonly laid upon 
the-Tweed, or fome of its tributary ftreams:, From 
this it may be inferred, that the.authors were natives 
ofthe country. Though doubtlefs, a fpecies of poetry 
and mufic flourithed, there, long before the 16th century ; 
the pieces now under confideration, cannot be referred 
to the border minftrels. The fragments of their com- 
pofitions that have been tran{mitted to us, breathe a 
rugged fpirit, well fuited to a people whofe trade was 
arms, and whofe love-tales were fometimes connected 
with family feuds. Had the Southern countries been, 
at that time, the favourite feat of paftoral poetry and 
congenial vocal airs, can it be imagined, that Sir Ri. 
hard Maitland and his danghter, who lived ja the 

Ceca 
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neighbourhood, ‘would not have admitted fome of ‘the 
choiceft pieces into their colle€tion? Suppofing ithe tate: 
of the father to have been vitiated by fafhion, thie fweet 
touches of nature they contain, would have retom- 
mended them to a female mind. Among the many 
poets of that century, there is none to whom his con- 
temporaries or biographers adjudge the palm of deline. 
ating rural mannets and rural feenes, as they attaally 
exifted in his own age and country. The learned edi¥ 
tor of fome excerpts * from¢he Bannatyne collection, 
makes-a very juft remark on the golden terge of Dum: 
bar?’ “* That, though rich in allegory and defcription, 
** the fcene might have been laid with as much’ proy 
"  priety-in’ Italy as in Scotland, and with more pro- 
“*priety during paganifm, than in the 16th centu~ 
“ry.” The only real Doric pieces in that collettion 
are Jock and Jenny +, and the wife of Auchtermuchty, 
if"indeed the laft be as old as the year 1568. ~ . 
In a matter*where no light can be had from hiftory 
Of tradition, one would be difpofed to conclude, that the 
fweeteft. and moft beautiful tunes, were at leat: clotlied 
with new words, afterthe union of the crowas, when there 
was no longer any thing to fear from enemies foreign or 
domeftic. The inhabitants of the borders, who had for- 
merly been warriors from choice, and hufhbandmen from 
neceffity, either quitted the country, or were tranl- 
formed into. real fhepherds, eafy in their circumftences, 
and fatisfied with their lot. If the rents were much — 
higher thgn in the feudal times, their profits were much 
more confiderable. Some {parks of the chivalry of 
theit forefathers remained f, fufficient to infpire eleva- 
tion of fentiment, and gallanty towards the fair fex 
The familiarity that had long fubfifted between thé 
gentry and commons, could not be all at once oblit¢rats 


* Anc. Poent. 1598, p. 227. 
+ Anc. Poem. 1368, p. 158, 215, and 316, 
} Troipart Bifhop Leflic, 
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ed; a circumftance which tended to fweeten rural life, 
and to level diftin&tions of rank, whilft their way of 
life provided health of body, and tranquillity of mind. 

In this happy ftate of innocence, eafe, and ferenity of 
temper, the love of poetry and mufic could hardly fail 
to maintain its ground, though it might at léngth af- 
fume a form more fuited to the circumftances of the 
country. The minftrels, whofe metrical tales ufed 
once to roufe the bordeters like the trumpet’s fonnd, 
were now difcouraged, and clafled’ with rogues and'va- 
gabonds *, Amid thofe Arcadian vales, one or thore 
original geniufes might arife, either tegether or in fuc- 
ceflion, who were deftined to give a new turn to the 
tafte of their countrymen. They would have the 
good fenfe to fee, that the events and purfuits which 
chequer private life, were the fitteft fubjeé&ts for popu- 
lar poetry. Love, which had formerly held a divided 
fway with glory and ambition, became now the mafter 
paffion of the foul. To pourtray in lively and delicate 
colours, though with a hafty hand, the hopes and fears, 
which by turns agitated the breaft of the amorous 
fwain, afforded ample fcope to the raral poet. Somie 
Jove fongs, of which Tibullus himfelf needed not have 
been athamed, might be compofed, by an uniettered, 
uneducated fhepherd. At leaft, if the character be af- 
fumed, the author {peaks the language of pure nature, 
which is not eafily counterfeited. The images arid 
allafions, are not purloined from ancient’ or modetn 
claflics, but taken from real life, and well-kngwn fcenes. 
With unaffeéted tendernefs and truth, topics are urged, 
mott likely to foften the heart of a cruel and coy mif- 
trefs, and to promote aliappy union. Even in fuch as 
are of a melancholy caft, aray of hope breaks through, 
and diipels that deep and fettled gloom, which marks 
the fweeteft of the Highland vocal airs. 


Brris se 


a 
- 
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. Some of the more lively and droll fongs, may pers 
haps appear to the prefent generation coarfe and inde. 
licate. Such, however, was the very ftyle, in which 
a fimple fequeftered people, ftrangers to artificial rules 
of breeding, behaved in their hours of gaiety, and ex. 
uberant mirth. They are ftill faithful landicapes 
.of the manners and oeconomics of .our old fathioned 
fheep-farmers. In them, it muft be confeffed, fome ob. 
je&ts are brought into open view, which a more artful 
painter would have thrown into thade. 

As thefe heaven-born poets regarded their talents for 
verfification as an amufement, not as a profeflion, they 
could not be ftimulated to exert themfelves by the 
hopes of gain, or literary fame ; and_ therefore, their’ 
effafions being commonly fuggefted by ,circumftances, 
had feldom occafion to exceed the bounds of a love 
fong, or a ballad of humour or fatire; for the love 
and hatred of the tuneful. tribe is'ever in extremes. 
Thefe were the compofitions moft likely to pleafe the 
fmall circle of their friends. and admirers, whofe ap- 
plaufe they wifhed to obtain.. As their works were 
carefully treafured up in the memory of their neigh- 
hours, they never thought of printing, and feldom pf 
committing any thing to writing.. Yet, now and then, 

_ftrangers of tafte,who were occafionally in the country, 
might take copies. .Being neither known.to the learn- 
ed, nor patronifed by the great, they were allowed to 
live and die in quiet and obfcurity. And hence, by a 
ftrange fatality, their ftory, and at length, their very 
names, were totally fergotten, at the very time when 
their fongs were univerfally efteemed. 

Whether this conjecture be well or ill founded, the 
moment that a proper model for paitoral fongs was 

_ exhibited, there would be no want of imitators. To 

fucceed in this {pecies of compofition, foundnels of judg- 
ment, and fenfibility of heart were certainly more re- 
quifite, than flights of imagination, or pomp of num- 
bers. Though it is impoffible for us to trace its wera 
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or progrefs ; yet, in fome fuch way, capital changes 
may have taken place in fong writing; and hence, fo 
few of the pieces admired jn Queen Mary’s time can 
now be difcovered in modern colie&tions. * It ‘is alfo 
poffible, though exceedingly improbable, that the mufic 
may have remained nearly the fame, whilft the names 
and words of the tunes were enitrely new modelled. 
“In this fituation, matters feem ‘to have ftood, when 
Allan Ramfay began his poetical courfe. Of the 
dawnings and progreflion of his genius, very little i¢ 
known, there not being, I imagine, any life of him pub- 
lifhed. As he had talents for paftoral poefy that were 
never furpaffed in any age or country, fo he had confi- 
derable merit as an editor of ancient pieces in that way, 
Befides the Evergreen, taken chiefly from the Banna. 
tyne manufcript, he publifhed a wells known collec. 
tion of fongs. From what fources he procured them, 
whether from manufcripts or books not generally 
Known, or from the memory of the aged, may per- 
haps be explained by fome perfons {till alive, who are 
well acquainted with the itory of our Scottith Theos 
eritus. Had it not been for the feafonable interpofitioa 
of him and his friends, a number of old fongs would 
foon have perifhed irrecoverably: But, fpight of all 
their induflry, pieces of unqueftioned merit, and confi. 
derable antiquity, might elude their fearch, and lie con- 
cealed in a remote diftrié, ora fingle family, till chance 
threw fome ftranger in the way, who took care to maké 
them public. 

If in the Evergreen, he rafhly attempted to improve 
fome of his originals, in all probability he ufed ftill 
greater freedoms with the fongs and ballads, not a few 
of which had been tranfmitted from ene generation to 


* In the voluminous colleétion of ballads, begun by Mr. Selden, and fi- 
nithedby Mr, Pepys, are feveral of laft century +, to Scottifh tunes. ‘Though 
thefe are fiill known and adn:ited, not a word is faid of the names or a 
bodes of the authors, or of the time when they flourifhed. 

+ Pinkerton’s ancient poems, volume ad p. 467. 





208 ON OLD SCOTTISH SONGS.» April.13, 


another by tradition... What polith or variations, he, or 
his fellow-editors, thought proper to give thefe pieces, 
cannot be known, till manufcripts older than the pre. . 
fent century fhall be produced. To a good many tunes, 
which either had no words, or only ludicrous frag- 
ments, he made verles, worthy of the fweet melodies 
which they accompanied: worthy indeed of a poet 
of the golden age. , They are perfectly intelligi- 
ble to every ruftic, yet juftly admired by perfons of 
refined tafte, as the genuine offspring of the paftoral 
mufe. The numbers are eafy and flowing, though jut 
and natural, exprefied with a tendernefs and fimplicity 
that.touch the heart. With great judgement, he left 
the old fongs, at deaf, their original garb ;. but in thofe 
that ate printed among his works, he appears to have 
aimed at drefling them up in an Englith idiom, the 
chief Scotticifms being the founds of the vowels and 
the foftening of certain confonants. But that fignified 
little to. the perfons that were to fing them, as they 
could not help giving them a provincial caft. In fome 
refpeéts, he had peculiar advantages: A fong in the 
diale& of Cumberland or Somerfetfhire could hardly be 
popular in England, becaufe it was never fpoken by 
people of fafhion ; whereas, in the days of Allan Ram. 

fay, every Scotchman, from the peer to the fhepherd, 

{poke a truly Doric language. It is true, the Englith 
moralifts and poets were by that time univerially 
read by every perfon. of condition, and confidered as 
ftandards for polite writing. But as national attach- 
ments and diflikes were ftill ftrong, the bufy, the learn- 
edand the gay, continued to exprefs themfelves as theit 
fathers had done ; and that with an elegance and force, 
of which the young part of your readers (whofe preju- 
dices are all Englith), cannot have a juft notion. I 
ami old enoughto have converfed with Mr. Spittal of 
Leuchat, a fcholar and man of fafhion, who furvived 
all the members of the Union Parliament in -which he 
had fat. His pronunciation and pbrafiology differed as 
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much from the Scotch commonly fpoken, as the language 
of St. Jan.cs’s from that of Thames Street. Had we 
retained a ccurt #fd parliament of our own, the tongues 
of the two “‘fter-Kingdoms would indeed have differed 
like the Caftilian ‘and Portugueze ; but each would 
fave had its own Claflics, not nia fagle branch, but 
in the whole circle ot polite literature. 

As the company and converfation of Allan Ramfay 
were greatly courted-by men of wit and fathion of his 
day, fo-feveral of them, by his perfuafion, attempted 
to write poetry in his manner. Perfon$, too lazy of 
too diflipated to think of compofitions that required 
much exertion, fucceeded very happily in making ten- 
der fonnets to favourite tunes, in compliment ‘to their 
miftrefles * ; and, as became their aflumed charaéter, 
they eafily canght the language of impaflioned fhep- 
herds. 

I thall conclude with fome queries. 

1. What is the oldeft book of Low-land vocal airs 
in Scots, either in public or private collections ?— 
Some of their names are doubtlefs. ancient. We 
have a tradition, that the 2d bifhop Chilholm of Dun- 
blane ufed to fay, ** Was he to be hanged, nothing 
* would foothe his mind fo much by the way, as. to 
** hear the tune Clout the Cauldron played.” 

2, Did not Ofwald the mufician make a new model 
of a number of tunes ? 

3» What is the moft ancient manufcript or printed 
book, in which the fongs that carry intrinfic marks of 
antiquity are inferted?—From the well-known accu- 
racy of the gentleman who fupplied Dr. Piercy with 
fome beautiful ones +, I fufpect they had never appear 
ed.in print till Allan Ramfay’s time. 

* I fhall mention one imftance : Above fixty years ago, Mr. Robert 
Crawfurd, eldeft brothcr of the"late Auchinames, wrote the modern 


fong of Tweedfide. Of the old one, my informer could only reolle@ a 
few words: “ I carried my noddle fo high,” 


t Reliques of Ancient Poetry. 
Vou. I, t Dd 
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.4- How many of, the tunes connected with indecent 
or ‘ludicrous. words appear, from their ‘ftruéture, to 
to pie been originally church anthems ? 

. In the book called ‘* Ane compendious boke of 
(4 Godlie Sangs,” is it poflible to difcover any thing 
like thefe gow known among the ones ‘* written to the 
** tunes of propbane ballads common in 1597?” A 
Apecingso of thefe was printed. at Edinburgh in 1765. 

« In whofe hands are the manufcripts of Allan Ram. 
tate and Thomfon the publifher of the Orpheus Cale. 
donius? fam, 


Sir, 
March : Yours, &c. 
1794. J. Runcoze. 


To the Editor. 
Sir, 


I am a man of genius, who, like many others of the 
fame clafs, am fometimes in want of a little cath. It 
is poflible, fir, you may be fometimes in need of a little 
of my affiftance'in my technical capacity ; and as I thall 
at all times be glad of your affiftance in fupplying my 
deficiencies, we may, if you pleafe, eftablifh a correi- 
ndence that’ may prove advantageous to us both, 
With that view, I make offer of my fervices whenever 
you pleafe to call for them. 
My genius, fir, is not confined to any particular line: 
it takes in the whole bounds of nature. I have already 
written, with the higheft applaufe, on hiftory, law, 
phyfic, agriculture, and the military art: but my forte 
is poetry and the Belles Lettres. If you with for my 
affiftance in that line, I] am at your fervice. Do you 
delight in the elegiac ? here is a {mall {pecimen of my 
performance in that line. 
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Breathe foft ye ‘breezes, gently breathe, 
And feent with balmy fweets the gale ; 

Sufpend, {weet Philomel, thy ftrain, 
And liften to my ténder tale. 


But I muft not give you the tale, till,] receive you 
know what. 

f the paftoral ftrain; will pleafe you better, I am 
here alfo ready at a call. 


When young, I was cheerful and gay, 
My fpirits were lively and free ; 

1 ftudied not what T fhould fay, 
Nor lov'd any but thofe that lov’d me. 


But now I am penfive and pale, 
My mind is diftracted with care ; 

Nyfa heeds not my pitiful tale, 
And I die of chagrin and defpair. 


If you with that your mifcellany fhould become a 
favourite among the ladies, by furnifhing them at times 
with fome bonny words to fuit a plain Scottifh air, you 
fhall not ‘want this neither. 


* Whar hae ye been fae very lang, my young’ dnd gallant Patic? 
“ Whar hae ye been fae vety lang, unmindfu’yo’ your Katie ?” 
I’ve been in France, I’ve been in Spain, 
I’ve been Jang toft upow the main ; 
But now I am return*d again, 
Wi’ heart fu’ leel, and mind fu’ fain, 
To wed my bonie Katie. 


Now tell me quick, and tell me true, whar is my bonié Katie? 
Js the ftill kind, is the ftill true, to her ain conftant. Patic ?— 
What means that tear ?—What ails my Kate ? 
Whar is the ? Speak! *© Oh! cruel fate; * 
“ Now to fend hame the faithfu’ Pate, 
“ When it, I fear, is too t 00 Jate, 
“ Ever to wed his Katie !” 


But I manny tell you the reft of it, till you and I agree- 

You are a grave man, Sir, as-lam'fold I cai be 
fometimes fo myfelf; the following infcription may 
perhaps fuit your tafte. a 


Stranger, approach with reverence due, 

* This hallow’d fhrine, which holds the dear remains 
Of what on carth. was deemed once moft lovely. 
Dare not to pluck that rofe which bluthes fweet, 


Ddz 
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An emblem pure of that feraphic nnocence 

Which glow’d.npon the virgin cheek of, my Maria. 
Oh! if ever wedded love inipir’d thy bofum 
With th’ expanfive glow which anfwers to 

Ah d’s facred name, here paufe, and drop 

A Yilent-tear, for him, whole only confolation, now, 
Is to rear up thofe lovely plants thou feeft, 

In. which fhe much delighted, and to twine 

The flexile-branches‘of that facréd bow’r, 

Which her own hand firft planted.’ But if guilt 
Appalls, or foul pollution ftains thy foul, retire; 
For here fweet innocence alone, and peaceful purity, 
Are welcome guefts. If fueh thou arc indeed, 
Securely enter this fequeftered fhade: 

Angels fhall guard thee from all thoughts of ill, 
And harmonife thy foul to peace’and love. 


To own a truth however, thefe are not the - flrains 
on which I like to dwell. 4 (hall next prefent you, if 
-you pleafe, with a touch of the heroic, 


O for a rhife,amufe of thutder ! 

To fill th’ aftonifh’d world with wonder ; 

While I recount the actions dire, 

Of Ruffians breathing blood and fire 

Withm th’ itlefated Himails wails !—— 

Q! who can paintthe bloody halls! 

The facréd altars:frain'd with gore! 

The virgins thrieks !-~Ruffian! —no. more 

From this dread hour expect to find; 

A fingle friend ’ngong ail mankind : 

Thy butcher-arm {hall here be faid, ‘ 
- And-in the duft thall foon thy giuilty head be laid +. 

But Lyric meafure is my chief delight ; that fweetly 
varied meafure, in which the poet can difplay, untet- 
tered by forms, and.ancranrp’d by trammeis, the un- 
bounded force of his geniusy «Jn which he cam make, 

Theelarion fhrill, 
| Sound at his will; 
Masse;thunders roll, 
"That fhake the pole, 
And rend .the-welkin wild, with loud affray :-— 


+ By the laf accoynts from Limail, we are informed, that upwards of 
Tarty THonsaswsof ‘Turkith men, women, and children, were but 
chered at the facking of that {mall place-by the Ruflian army, command 
ed by Potemkin, : 
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Or, in number trim and gay, 
Sing the charms of bloomiag May : 
Or in notes folemn and dull, 
To {weet repofe the languid fpirits lull (a). , 


On a bed of rofes, 
See the nymph repofes : 
Stop the flute ; 
Be nature mute; 
Or ina dying, dying fall (b). 
Sink all to reft, men, women, ‘children , brutes, and all. 













Hark! I hear the din ef battle; 
. Trumpets found, and drums do rattle (c) : 
Horfes neigh, 
Affes bray ; 
The wide mouth’d cannon loudly roar ; 
Whole ranks are fteep’d in blood and gore. —-—— 
Heard you that groan ? 
Tis nature’s felf that makes her moan. 
, Difmal cries 
Rend the fkies ; 
Piteous fichs 
Spontaneous rife ; 
Alas! he dies, he dies ; the mighty hero dies(d) ! 
“ In broken troops, trembling, the fcar’d horfes trot ;” 
In oceans of blood mangled carcafes float (e) : 
While pale with fear, 
Bellona in the rear, 
The infantry in fad diferder fiy, 
And in whole ranks, beneath the vidter’s fwerd, inglorious die, 



















You, Mr. Edi tor, who are no doubt acquainted with 
the fineft paffages in the fineft of our pocts, will have 
no need to be told that ] have here had in my eye the in- 
imitable beauties of our Britifh Homer, in that moft fub- 
lime of all his compofitions, the Ode on St. Cecilia’s day, 
which happily unites in itfelf all kinds.of beauties and va- 
rietiesof movements, that can furprife, and confequently 
Celight the mind. To you, it would have been unne- 
¢ceflary to point out the parallel paflages in that. divine 
poem ; but as all your readers may not have it at their 
finger-ends, I have placed fome of them at the bottom 
of the page. Nothing perhaps was ever written, 
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that can exceed the beauty of that fine movement in 
the fecond verfe quoted below. 

Now louder, and yet louder rife, 

And fill with fpreading founds the fkies, 

Exulting in triumph, now fwell the bold notes, 

In broken air, trembling, the wild mufic floats. 

The tranfition is indeed fo new, and,the idea of the 
notes trembling in the air, as they float, is fo exquifitely 
fine, that it is impoflible ever to admire it too much, 
I muft own myfelf here greatly outdone, by ackrow 
ledging that the parallel paflage in my verfes is infinite. 
ly lefs wonderful than the fublime copy I have here 
endeavoured to follow. I would here give you fome 
{pecimens of my talents for criticifm: But as you pro- 
teft againft long-pieces, | fhall referve thefe for a fu- 
ture occafion, if you fhall think proper to call forth 
the fuperlative talents of 

Timotny Harxsrain *, 
From my Lodgings, No. 1. 
Wind-Mill Street, next 
door to the Baloon. 


* If Mr. Hairbrain can be fure of preferving a due degree of halla 
in-his great excurfions, we have no objection to accept of his fervices 
occafionally. . - 


‘ 


Parallel paffages referred to above. 


(a) In a fadly pleafing ftrain, 
Let the warbling flute complain ; 
Let the loud trumpet found, 
‘Till the roofs all around, 
The fhrill echoes refound. 
While in more lengthened notes and flow, 
The deep majeftic folemn organs blow. 
Porz’s Ode on St. Cecilia. 


(b) Till, by degrees remote and f{mall, 
The ftrains decay, 
And melt away, 


In a dying, dying fall. 





‘ 


£791 TIM. HAIRBRAIN’S VERSES. 


(c) Hark! the numbers foft and clear, 
Gently: fteal upon the ear, 
Now louder, and yet louder rife ; 


And fill with {preading founds the tkies, 
(d) Dreadful gleams, 


Difimal fcreams, 
Fires that glow, 
Shrieks of woe, 
Sullen moans, 
_ Hollow groans, 
And cries of tortur'd ghofts! : 
But foon, too foon; the lover turns his eyes; 
& Again the falls, again the fighs, fhe dies ! 


And again, Ib. 
All alone, 
Unheard, unkffown, 
He makes his moan 3 
And calls her ghoft, 
For ever,—ever,—ever, loft! 
Now with furies furrounded, 
Defpairing, confounded, 
He trembles, he glows, 
Amidft Rhodope’s fnows ; 
See wild as the winds, o’et the defert he flies, 
Hark! Hzmus refounds with the Bacchanal’s cries. 
Ah! fee, he dies! 
Ib 


(e) Exulting in triumph, now fwell the bold notes, 
In broken air trembling, the wild mufic floats ; 


Ib. 





Inquiries concerning ufeful Produétions that may be 
obtained from Vegetables. 


Botanists have for many years paft been bufied in 
ranfacking the earth in queft of new plants. The 
fumber of thefe that have been defcribed is very great ; 
but of that immenfe number, few have had their qua- 
lities, whether hurtful or beneficial to man, afcerf&ined. 
In the fcience of claffification and nomenclature, our 
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progrefs has been aftonithing within the prefent centu- 
ry; it is now time, that we thould think of applying 
that {cience to fome ufe. After we are enabled to iden. 
tify the plant with fufficient precifion, we are in a con- 
dition to make obfervations and experiments upon it; 
to afcertain its qualities; and acquire a knowledge of 
its culture, and the ufes to which it may be applied in 
manufactures or in arts. 

Linnzus began this fyftem of inveftigation, and his dif. 
ciples have done fomething in the fame walk ; but of late, 
it would feem, that their progrefs has been fufpended: 
Nor do I know that any perfon, unilefs it be Dr. An. 
derfon of Madras alone, has applied to this interefting 
department of natural hiftory with any degree of ardour, 
He, as a private individual, has done much, and has 
awakened a fpirit of mquiry in India, which may be 
attended with the happieft effects, if duly feconded by 
others. As far as the feeble influence of the editor of 
this humble mifcellany can go, it fhall be exerted, in 
pointing out to the attention of the public, fuch objects 
in nature as appear to be pofleffed of valuable qualities, 
with a view to have thefe qualities fully afcertained, and 
their value appreciated. 

Many plants are known to afford juices.of powerful 
influence to the human frame, whether as food or poi- 
fon, or as medicines. Savages know how to extract 
frdm thefe native plants, juices which produce the moft 
deleterious effects, and employ them either for the pur- 
poles of felf-defence, or for deftroying the animals on 
which they are’to feed. All books of travels abound in 
inftances of that fort ; yet how few of thefe powerful 
vegetable productions are known to Europeans®? We 
are too proud to take a leflon from people whom we 
affe& to defpife ; yet, in fpite of that pride, we have 
been forced to borrow from them in fome cafes; and 
our materia mediea has derived from this fource, the 
moft powerful vegetable medicines it poffefles. Ipica- 
cuana, opinm, farfaparella, and the Lark, are ftriking 
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examples of this ; and many others might be added to 
the lift. 

Among the ufeful vegetable productions that we have 
drawn from the fame fource, is the Coutchouc, which I 
had fo lately occafion to mention. Many other plants, 
which are natives of thofe regions that produce it, and 
which have hitherto, been entirely neglected, afford- 
juices that might be employed for uieful purpofes. 
Thofe plants-which afford, upon incifion, milky juices, 
feem particularly to deferve the notice of the attentive 
“economift. It-is from plants of this clafs that the 
inhabitants of Japan and China obtain thofe fine var- 
nifhes which have been fo long the pride of Afia, and 
the admiration of Europe: It is a plant of this. clafs 
that affords the elaftic gum; and we ate aflured that 
many other plants afford juices of the fame fort, which, 
when treated in the fame manner with the juice of 
the Hevea Guianenfis, afford products, which, though 
differest from Coutchouc, promife to be-of great utility 
in regard to other particulars. 

M. de la Condataine communicated to the Royal A= . 
eademy of Paris, in the year 1751, a memoir which he 


‘teceived from M: Frefnau, a Freneh engineer who 


had lived fourteen years in Cayenne. That gentle- 
man’s curiofity was fo much excited on feeing the 
Coutchouc which the Indians poflefied, as to induce 
him to make enquiries concerning the plant that pro- 
duced it. He went himfelf to the woods, fav7 the juice 
of the tree extraGted, and reduced to its folid flate in 
the manner before defcribed. The Indians feeing him 
interefted about this procefs, peinted out feveral other 
trees that afforded the fame kind of milky juice, but 
which, when hardened, produced coryacious fubflances 
of various qualities. He made experiments on thefe 
juices, communicated the refult of them tc M. de la 
Condamine, and defcribed the trees that produced them. 
This interefting memoir has been publifhed Fortr 
years, and it does not appear that ever a fingle experi¢ 
Vor, Il. + Ee 
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ment or inquiry has been fince made by any European 
concerning thefe fubftances. The. following are the 
ptincipal fa&s contained in that memoir. 

Mr. Frefnau found that fome of thefe juices were too 
fluid, and fome of them too oily’to admit of being eafi. 
ly infpiffated by themfelves ; but that by being mixed 
with each other in different proportions, he found it 
could often be effefted, though it could not be done 
with theni feparately. The juice of the wild fig, anda 
tree he calls Mapa, mixed in equal portions, yielded, 
ih this way, a kind of pliable unelaftic fubftance +, ‘re- 
fembling leather. 

The Mapa tree Mr. Frefnau has frot particularly de- 
fcribed, becaufe he fays it is found in fuch abundance, 
in the woods of*Para, that it is univerfally known by 
the public; only he fays it is a very large and tall tree, 
having but few branches. Its bark is {mooth, and its 
leaf refembles the lime-tree of Holland in form, but is 
@ goof deal larger. 

The wild fig, which the Portuguefe call granda co- 
macai, is'a tree, ‘having a very thick ftem, with large 
fpreading crooked branches, extending to a great diftance 
all around. He found fome of thefe trees, whofe ftem, 
though only eighteen feet high, meafured twenty-four 
feet in circumference : its bark is rough, and its leaves 
heart fhaped, large and thick. They meafure about fix 
inches in length, and three in breadth: its fruit refem- 
bles certain round European figs, but it is horder: its 
fkin is fmooth, and in the infide are many fmall ‘feeds 
When ripe, it falls from the tree in fuch quantities with 
the firft puff of wind, that the earth is entirely covered 
with it for a confiderable diftance all around, In walk- 
ing among thefe figs, they break with a confiderable 


+ The elaflicity here alluded to, is that kind of it which coutchoue 
poffefies. The term e/affic thus applied, feems to be improper, but has 
been adopted for want of a proper word. Expanfile would perhaps have 
been better. The fubftance here alluded to does not admit of being 
extended by ftretching. 





5791. INQUIRY AFTER USEFUL PLANTS. 219 


noife, and adhere to the feet by means of a glutinous 
juice they contain, fimilar to that obtained from the 
bark of the tree. ‘ 

Mr. Fvefnau obferved alfo, that the juice of this kind 

of fig-tree, united ftill more readily with the juice of a, 
certain kind of pear tree, than with that of the Mapa. 
From a mixture of this kind of pear tree, which the 
Portuguefe name Couma, with three parts of that of 
the Comacai, or wild fig, he obtained a kind of leather 
fill more perfect thai that which refulted from. a mix- 
ture of equal parts of the juice of the fig-tree and the 
mapa. 
_ Mr. Frefnau difcovered another tree, whofe milky 
juice thickened by itfelf into a fubftance that greatly 
refembled the elaftic gum. This tree is known in Pa- 
ta, by the name of Pao Camprido, which is to fay in 
Portuguefe, Long Wood. It is, in faét, a tree whofe 
flem raifes to agreat height and proportionable thicknefs, 
without branches, having a beautiful round top, and 
{mall roots. It abounds in a milky juice, which is 
faid to be corrofive, like many other milky juices, and 
dangerous to the eyes, if it drops upon them, = Its leaf 
is pointed at both ends, fmooth above and rough be- 
low, of a clear thining green, approaching to yellow; 
Its fruit is of the length and fize of: the little finger, 
which becomes yellow when ripe: Its kirnel is long 
and hard: The fruit is of a mild agreeable tafte, and 
wholefome. 
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; To the Editor of the Bee. 


On the great Expence of recovering fmal] Debts in Scot, 
land. , ; . 
Sir, 


Your obfervations on the laws refpecting imprifon- 
ment for debt, and your plan for the alteration of the 
prefent fyitem of the bankrupt law, are, in general, 
very jndicious ; and, if adopted, muft be of great ad. 
vantage to fociety. But I think there is one thing 
that you have omitted, which is, that we, Scotchmen, 
ought to be upon the fame footing with our neigh. 
dours in England, with refpe& to imprifonment for 
{mall debts, by which the lower ranks would be 
moft materially benefited; for there, a man cannot be 
arrefted for 2 fum under twenty pounds *: But here, 
one may be imprifoned for any debt, however fmall. I 
have known many 2 caption raifed for fums under 
twenty fhillings ; and was the record of the fignet of- 
fice examined, the bulk of them would be found to be 
for fums under 51.7. This is truly 2 muifance, and a 
nuifance of the moft oppreflive kind ; for, independent 
of thé imprifonment, the expence attending this mode 
of diligence, is moft intolerable upon the lower clafs 


* Quer. Is this really fo? If it be, how happenstit that the humane 
fociety, by the accounts publifhed every year, difcharge a number of 
debtors from prifon, for a fum which does not, on an average, much 
exceed forty fhillings cach? £7it. . 


_ + The editor-will be much obliged to any perfon who has occafion to 
confult thefe records, to jott down fuch facts as appear interefting on 
this fubject, and tranfmit them to hmm. He recollects having once feen 
a bill that was fent from a diftant part of the country, for ratfing a hor- 
ning and caption upon it, The fum was only four fhillings Sterling, 
F4it. ; 


* 
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of people, who are the objeéts of it; and whether it 
comes out of the pocket of the debtor or creditor, it is 
of no confequence in this View: It is equally oppref- 
five on the one, as on the other: It comes, however, 
always out of the pocket of the debtor, if he has 
funds. 

I happen to have by me three accounts for diligence 
of this fort, done againft one’ man, at the inftance of 
three different perfons, which were carried on by the 
fame agent, and precifely at the fame time, which will 
thew this in a more ftriking point of view, than any 
thing I can fay on the fubject. 


The Accounts are as follow : 


The firft was for payment of 3 1. 18s. upon a bill. 
Protefting and regiftering bill, - 
Officer for going to dwelling places, and » 

charging debtors, copies and execu- 

tion, -- - = 
Horning, = - ~ 
Charging and copies - 
Denouncing and regiftering, 
Caption, ~ - - 
Meflenger intimating ditto oa 
Raifing diligence, poftages, &c. - 
Meflenger going to in order 
to execute caption againft 
who cngaged another perfon 
thould fettle it ; and in regard that per- 
fon did not fettle it, again going to 
to apprehend 
, for payment, but prevented by his be- 
ing from home. At fame time, inti- 
spate meffenger’s intention to his wife ; 


eoooe0coo090 


Carried over—L.2 5 & 
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Brought forward —- L.2 § 14 
eee | intimating to 
if the debt was not fettled in a week, 
he would be committed, who engaged 
to pay it within a fortnight trom that 
date, - - 


Expences without litigation, L. 3 16 4 


Original debt, =) - L. 3 18 0 
Account fecond, for a debt of 41. 4s. 


Protefting and regiftrating bill, -~ L. 
Officer charging, - - 
Horning, so = ie 
Meffenger executing, and copies, - 
Denouncing and regtitration, - 
Caption, - ~ pe 
Meffenger thrice going to in- 
intimating and endeavouring to appre- 
prehend , but always 
prevented by his being from home, 
Meffenger going again to 
with witnefles, and charging on horn- 
ing, for the purpofe of poinding; at 
fame time, intimating the caption 
would be likewife executed, witnefles, 
wages, &c. _ w 


Raifing diligence, poftages, &c. 
L. 3 15 10% 


The third account was for recovery of a debt of 
61. 5s. 
Protefting and regiftrating bill, - L.o 3 10 
Officer charging and copies, - o 3 6 


—— 


Carried over — Lio 9 4 





\ 
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Brought forward -—~ Lio 

Horning, - = 
Meffenger charging at dwelling, and 

copies, “ a 
Denouncing and regiftering caption, 
Caption, pe 
Meffenger going to » and inti- 

mating caption to debtors, mh 
Meflenger, with witnefles, going to 

and of new charging on horn- 

ing, for the purpofe of poinding, &c. 

as in the former account, = Oo 15 0 
Raifing diligence, poltages, &e. o 5 Oo 


L.3 © 20, 


Hence, for the recovery of 141. 4s. there was aa 
expence incurred of no lefs than 101. 13s. 4¢4./* 

From this fpecimen of the bufinefs, 1 prefume you 
will agree with me, that it is a fubject worthy of the 
attention of the legiflature. Indeed the mode of dili- 
‘gence by horning and caption for all fmall debts ought 
to be laid afide as ufelefs, unlefs where it is neceflary 
to attach the goods of a perfon in a different county 
from whence'the decrect was originally obtained: though 
even this does not feem to be neceflary; for it would 
anfwer the fame purpofe, was the theriff of that county 
to grant his warrant in fupplement of the firft, decree; 
and which, for a trifling fee to the clerk, fhould pafs as 
a matter of courfe. 


* And had the fums in the bills been ten fhillings each, the expences, 
in the fame circumftdnces, could not have been lefs. From this fcheme 
it is eafy to fee, that a perfon, who, from accidental lofles has been 
thrown into embarraffments that might be got over, may be effedtually 
tuined by a rich man who has a pique at him. He has only to buy 
up a few finall bills due by him, and come wpon him for paymeut of 
them ali at once. Perhaps, if the matter were ftriétly inquired into, 
it would be found, that three-fourths of the fmall bankruptcies that take 
Place are occafioned by expences of this fort. Zit, 
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If you think thefe obfervations worth inferting in’ 


your mifcellany, your publifhing them will oblige, 
2d March) Sir, your moft humble fervant, 
a7gi- J Amicus, 


Mifcellaneous Remarks on the Lapwing Moles, Rooks, 
Sparrows, Se. 


Sir, 

ProBaBLy your correfpondent on the mole and the 
worm never had a tame lapwing in his garden. If he 
gets one, he will fee that its mode of procuring food 
is by tapping the ground with one foot, which makes 
the worms rife, on the famé principle as fhaking a fpade 
or a ftick in the grouhd. I readily admit the nuifance 
of moles in new fown crops or in mowing ground; 
but I have been told of a man, who is reckoned a good 
farmer in Flanders, who introduces moles purpofely’ 
into his pafture grounds; and had I a large traé of 
fuch ground, I fhould not hefitate to follow his exam- 
ple ; for I am perfwaded that the increafing evil we ex- 
- perience here of grubs and wireworms is in fome de- 
gree owing to the deftruction of moles. 

I have heard the turning fwine on to the rabbit 
warrens recommended as a prevention of the {warms 
of chaffers which proceed from the grubs. Might not 
moles be more effectual? Rooks have, I believe, been 
encouraged where, from their deftruétion, this evil has 
been found to increafe ; and I think the fparrows have 
their utility to balance the mifchief they do. Iam 
willing to admit, that one of: thefe birds will eat four 
times its own weight of corn in a day; the more vo+ 
racious they are proved, the better for my argument in 
their favour, as they muft fubfift upon other food a 
much larger portion of the year than that which they 
can find corn in; and it is not probable their appetites 
are lefs in the breeding feafon than any other; and im 
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that time is the flight of the fmall crown beetles (called 
here chovies), which make fuch deftruction of moft 
flowers and fruits, particularly rofes and apples. “A 
fparrow killed at that feafon will be found to feed 
wholly upon them ; which may account for the heat 
of their blood, and point out fome ufe for thefe flies for 
medicinal purpoles, 
Iam, &c. 
M. M. 


> 
——=—=—=—=—=——aS0 eee 
YI) 


Count Windifchgrats’s Problem. 


Sir, 
Your correfpondent, who would proferibe poetry, and 
fubftitute in place thereof plans for reformation of the 
laws, appears to confider poetry and any fuch plan as 
incompatible. If he had only glanced at Lord Bolling- 
broke’s letters on the ftudy and ufe of hiftory, he 


_would have found that to be an eminent lawyer, it is 


neceflary ‘ to climb the vantage grounds of feience ;— 
to pry into the fecret recefles of the human heart.” 
What influence poetry has on manners, my be gathered 
from the faying of one who had other notions of man- 
kind than your correfpondent: “ Let me make their 
ballads, and I care not who make their laws.” Ly- 
curgus conduced to render the Spartans warlike, by the 
introduction of Homer amongft them. Without much 


general learning, and a tafte for belles letres, it is im- 


pofiible Sir William Blackitone could have made his 
commentary on the law of England fo ufeful and en- 
tertaining. He is known to have wrote fome of the 
poems in Dodfley’s collection: he alfo wrote annota- 
tions on Shakefpeare. Indeed, from the degree of ge- 
Mius and invention requifite to make a poem, one would 
more readily expect any material improvement on the 
laws, than from a painful plodder, 
Vor. Il. + Ff 
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Having faid fo much in defence of poetry, I wilt 
now fubmit a few hints which eccurred to me on read. 
ing Count de Windifchgratz’s problem, in the firkt 
volume of Tranfaétions of the Royal Society of Edin. 
burgh, and which, though not amounting to a folu- 
tion thereof, may thew that fomething might be done 
to render the forms of obligations, fecurities, and other: 
deeds, more fimple, fecure, and intelligible to the 
generality of mankind 

What I would propofe is as follows : 

1. The bond for borrowed money.—-1. To acknow- 
ledge the money being due, or then received. 2. Obli- 
gation to pay it, with legal inteteit. 3. The penalty 
fomewhat higher in every country than the expence of 
inforcing payment; the creditor to be entitled, as by 
law at prefent, to fo much of it as he has dona fide 
laid out. 4, A claufe of regiftration; and 5. Of {ub- 
fcription.. ‘To be written by notaries public only, as, 
mott likely to have fufficient fkill. To be recorded ia 
a particular time after date, An extra¢t (or exempli- 
fication) to be equal to a decreet condemnatory after, 
litisconteftation of the court in the books whereof it 
is regiftered ; and no compenfation admitted, except om 
a deed equally liquid and indifputable. 

2. Di/pofitrons of lands,—to abolith holdings 1n Scot- 
land, and conveyances by /ea/e and releafe, and fine and 
recovery in England, and-to make fimple difpofitions in 
terms as plain and fhort as thofe of moveables, without 
procuratory or precept, or other veftige of the feudal . 
fyftem, or reference to the ftatute for transferring ufes, 
into pofleilion ; to be written by notaries public only, 
who fhould, like. other public officers, be ftationary,, 
and to be regiftered in 60 days ; the regiftration to fup- 
ply the place of infeftment*: An index of the regil- 
ter. printed and publifhed quarterly, containing the 


* This idea of a conveyance regiftered, being at fome future period 
equal to infeftment on it, is fomewhere hinted at by Lord Kaims, 





‘179%. COUNT WINDISCHGRATZ’s PROBLEM. 227 


names of the parties and lands; and copies of the in- 
dexes fent to thefe notaries when publifhed, in the 
fame manner as the minute book in the court of feflion 
is at prefent fent to the agents or folicitors before that 
court; by which rights might be made with fafety and 
clearnefs, and the value enhanced, as it is well known 
lands are always higheft where regifters are kept. 

3. Mortgages, or fecurities upon land for money,— 
to be by bond and difpofition, with power to fell to the 
amount of the debt, and reafonable expences dona fide 
laid out, on previous intimation fuch a length of time 
prior to the fale as may be agreed on in the fecurity :— 
To be regiflered, and indexes publifhed and tranfmitted 
to each notary public, as above. 

4. Affignations and other transfers, in common form, 
unlefs in fo far as altered, in regard to lands, by the 
foregoing, and to be, in like manner, regiflered, publih- 
ed and tranfmitted. 

$. Extinéiions of mortgages, and other deeds, to be 
by fimple dz/charges renunciations ; and thefe to be re- 
giftered, and indexes publifhed and tranfmitted as in 
mortgages. ¥ 

Thefe regifters to be diftin& from each other; and 
deeds not duly regiftered in the time to be fixed on, not to 
be the foundation of fummary execution, and to be held 
collufive in queflions with third parties. 

Thefe hints are only thrown out as general ideas 
which could eafily be extended to every other cafe; to 
get into the forms at length, would exceed the bounds 
of an eflay for a periodical publication. 

Whether ever a fatisfaétory difcovery be made or 
not, Count de Windifchgratz muft appear the friend of 
the human race, in making fo laudable a propofal as 
that offered by him, in the hopes of making legal deeds 
fimple and intelligible, and to admit of as little room 
for doubt as in mathematics. 

K. February 16. A———Nn. 


1791. 
Ff2 
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To the Editor of the Bee, 


Sr, 


A.ruoven you ftimulste the poet of the age by the Offer of a prize 
medal, I am glad to find that poetical pieces of an older date than his 
may fometimes have a place in ygur mifcellany. The following lines 
are faid to have been written in the days of Edward 1V. of England, 
and fent with a prefent of a white rofe, by a gentleman of the houfe of 
York to.a lady of the houfe of Lancafter; but I give them from me 
mory, without even knowing where | found them. 


If this fair flower offend thy fight, 
It in thy bofom wear ; 

*T will bluth to be outdone in white, 
And grow Lancaftrian there, 


Subjoined is another {mall piece, taken, I think, twenty years ago, from 
fome magazine of the day, but here fet down alfo from memory. 


The Pla ry Ticket. 


I gave, it was but t’other day, 
My Chloe a ticket to the play; 

*Tis love fuch tricks imparts : 
When, holding up the card to me, 
She, fmiling, faid, your emblem fee ; 

And fhew’d the knave of hearts. 


Amaz’d, I cried, what means my Fair : 

A knave will lie, will feal, will fwear ; 
I pray your words define. 

When, arehly, the,—nay, never ftart ; 

He’s fure a knave who ftealsa heart ; 
Andy ou have ftol’n m—nine, 


Thefe may be thought worthy of a corner, though not fo beautiful 
as Lord Egremont’s enchanting verfes, 
Yours, &e. 


A.B. 





NIGHT THOUGHS. 


Night Thoughts,—A Fragment. 


Now fable night extends her, reign, 
With powerful univerfal fway, 
Thro’ mature’s wide domain. 

All, tributary homage to her empire pay. 

Ah! now, my foul ! improve the filent hour ; 

And led by ftill reflection’s power, 

Think the long night of death will alfe come, 
And this frail body foen fhall fink into the tomb! 


Dread ghaftly monarch! muft all bend 
To thy relentlefs ftern decree ? 
All ages, ranks, attend 
To crowd the gloomy manfions rul'’d by thee ? 
Mutt I too tread the difmal dreary way, 
‘And in thy unknown regions ftray ; 
uit the terreftrial fcenes I now purfue, 
And bid to earth, to friends, to life, a long adieu ? 


Yes, all muft die of mortal race, 
As tranfient flower that decks the field ; 
But, to th’ eternal praife * ’ 

Of God, the foul does ne’er its being yield, 
Form’d for eternity, an awful thought ! 
(And are there any heed it not?) 

No middle ftate tis ever deem’d to know, 

But blifs unfpeakable, or everlafting woe. 


How foolifh then, how blind is man! 
The brittle creature of a day ; 
His life a fleeting fan, 
And like a vapour vanifhing away, : 
Yet onward ftill he flies with mad.carreer, 
Nor once reflects his end is near ! 
Nor thinks the high commiffion may be given 
That hurls him to the dark abyfs, or wafts him up to heaven! 


SCOTIANA. 





ON THE DEATH OF EDWIN, &c. April rz. 


On the death of Edwin the Comedian. 


Edwin died and went to hell ; 
But old Lucifer knew too well 
he pleafure on earth he had given. 
Long at the gates he was a-dun, 
And there: éreated'Té much fun, 

' That he was fent for up to heaven. 


Juan 


Sonnet, from Werter. 


No, no, my friend, my ftudious days are o’er ; 
1 pray thee, therefore, fend no books +o me. 

I will by pedants be perplex’d no more ; 

No more inflani’d, no moré exhorted be. 


v 
Such formal fools have rul’d my mind too long; 
But IT will henceforth all their art defy : 
l afk no ftudy but fome foothing fong; 
And that my Homer richly can fupply. 


/ 
And foresee of mine no aid requires, 
Amufement ‘ample for itfelf to find ; 


This wild capricious heart, whofe keen defires 
Are more inconftant than the winter’s wind ; 
And yet this heart defpotic rules me ftill, 

And, like fome forward child, has all its will. 


Dr. Aldridge’s five Reafons for drinking. 


Goud wine ; a friend; or, being dry; 
Or,—left we fhould be bye and bye ; 
Or—————any other reafon why. 
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It is among the popular tales and ballads of an unlettered people, that 
we.can obtain.any idea of their private hfe, and the modes of thinking 
that prevailed‘at the time thefe were compofed. It is from this fource 
Jalone, that wevcan obtain any knowledge of the progrcfs of arts, and 
the advances thatiicience had made at any particular period; thefe 
therefore, ought ‘to be preferved, as precious remains of antiquity ; they 
furnifh amufeingit as well as inftruction; the mannersghey reprefene 
sare fometimes fayage, and what we now would decm brutal; the lan« 
guage is‘often géofs and indelicate ; but in allcafes, the human heart 
isfound to be the fame, though the nianner in which its energies ope- 
. rate are. influencetlby circumftances. ‘Do the hiftorian, the antiquary, 
the philologift, the moralift, they will furnith interefting materials ; 
and to the novelifi they will not be indifferent, as they tend to exhibit 
human nature inva variety of new,'and mnterefting points of view. 
If the tale that ‘follows, or others, fhall'ftand in need of a few expla 
nations ;fuch particulars as appear not’ likely to be underftood, thal 
“beexplained in the-notes ; but thefe dresfew, and unimportant. 


es ——~ —— —. 


Walter a tale, written in the twelfth century, tranflated 
. Srom thé'French of Mr, Le Grand. 


Orzer minftrels invented fongs ; for me, I teil tales + Gentlemen, Girls, 
Clkergymen, Laynien, Ladies and Lords, liften, and I will tell you the ad- 
Whtures of a young fqdire, whom-adverfity tried fer a long time, and 
whom love at lait made happy. 
~ Walter was the oldeft fon of the Caftellan D’ Aupais.° His father, fec- 
ing him grown tall and ftrong, and wifhing to have an opportunity of 
trying his valour, fént him one day to a tournament, which had been 
amopnced in the neighbourhood near Beauvais. It was for the. firft 
timethat the young Walter had feen any of thefe warlike games : he only 
ktiew them from hearfay. He had neither been taught to manage a horfe, 
fer to make ufe of his arms. He prefented himfelf very nobly in thé - 
lis: But what was his aftonifhment, when he found himfelf in the midit 
ofthe crowd, attacked by twenty combatants at once, and when he heard 
tound him, the helmets and fhields founding under their fwords, with a 
greater noife than three hundred hammers would have made by ftriking 
theanvil. Pufhed thirty times from one end ofthe lifts to the other, he 
had great difficulty, after receiving feveral blows, to difengage himfelf: 
As it was now late, and not having caten any thing all day, he found 
himfelf faint from hunger, and was obliged to ftop on the road. He 
Went into a tavern, where the new wine had attraéted feveral 
Ginkers, for it was towards all-faints day’; and after having made his 
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horfe be put up in the ftable, he ordered a\ very good fupper, which 
whilft he was eating, he faid to himfelf ; “ Indeed, it muft be allowed; 
it is a very fine invention that of taverns ;they receive you kindly, they 
ferve you with alacrity, and pay you much refpect, while you have no 
trouble but to pay.” of 
* \ But that was the main point, and precifely that which.our adventurer 
had forgot. Next day, when be wifhed to: go away, -he ‘perceived he 
had no money ; his firft motion was to go and hide him#felf im the ftable 
to weep ; but his tears were not the money the landlord wanted ; it was 
neceffary to feck fome expedient. ‘To leave in pawn his horfe or his ac- 
coutrements, bis felf-love would not permit him to think of. . Unfortu. 
nately he perceived in a corner of the inn, fome people playing at dice, 
and he refolved to go and play with them, in hopes of making them pay 
his bill. But in a trice, he loft. his lance, his armour and his horfes and 
after a great. many injurious words from the landlord, he was obliged to 
part with the few garments that remained, and was forced to returnto Au- 
pais on foot andin his fhirt. 

What vexed him chiefly in his adventure; was, not fo mich 
his, lofs, as his humiliation in pafling through the city in that beggarly 
appearance. .That he might not expofe himfelf; -+he rather chote to 
make a large.circuit, and enter the caftle by the meadow. But when his 
father faw him thus equipped, and had learnt of him what was become of 
his horfe, his armour and his clothes, he got into fucha rage, that laying 
hold of 2 ftick, he gave him feveral blows with it. Walter, though of amild 
demeanor, had a haughty, proud foul, He felt inthe moft fenfible mannet 
the indignity of the affront.. In fullen indignation he left the hall, witha 
determined refolution, that they fhould not fee him there again fora 
long time. His brothers and fiiters ran after him in: vain to bring him 
back ; their prayershad no effe@ on him : he would not even accept fome 
oftheir clothes which they offered him; and after having tenderly em- 
braced them all, be departed 

When the mother faw them return without their brother, the was in- 
confolable; “* What, fire, faid fhe to her hufband, do you drive away 
your beloved fon, the heir of your name,; you certainly with to kill 
me.” Thus faying, fhe fell into a fwoon, and only recovered, to cry, in 
an agony of diftrefs, | have loft him. 

Ali this, as 1 told you, happened towards All-faints day. Walter, 
without clothes and without money, was thus expofed te all the rigours” 
of the fealon, to the fnow, the winds and the froft. He endured them 
however with a-ftern indifference, running from city to city, eating 
whatever chance offered him, and fleeping where it pleafed God. To 
name all the countries he traverfed, and tell you all the ills Ke had to ful 
fer, would not be an eafy tafk. It will be fufficient to tell you, that 
after four entire years of that life fo miferable, he arrived at laft ina 

 eity, whofe lord was a very rich man. This gentleman had a daugh- 
ter named Ogina, who was a real prodigy in point of graces and beau | 
ty- You have doubtlefs heard of Ydoina the miftrefs of Amadas 
Seballa, whom the brave Berad loved {0 tenderly ; of that Helena wha” 
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turned the heads of the Greeks and Trojans. If Ydoina, Helena and 
Sebilla had been placed belide Ogina, fhe would have becn preferr- 
ed. 

It chanced, that fhe was walking in the city, when Walter entered 
it; and was one of the firft objects that ftruck his eyes. His heart, 
was captivated for ever. He did not with to go any ‘farther; he 
pafled three whole months in fighing of love and groaning under his 
mifery, in coming every day to the gate of the caitle, and walking in 
the fireet where he had firft {een the young lady, in hopes that he might 
fee her again. His bad fortune oppofed it: He endeavoured then to 
get himfelf introduced into the houfe of that gentleman; and one even- 
ing that he met one of his peopie, he begged him very politely to tell 
him if there was ariy vacant place in his mafter’s houfe. The other 
having afked him what he could do, Walter anfwered, that he could 
ferve the gentleman at table, take care of his cellar and h’s expences, 
and keep his woods, rivers, and provifions. The fervant was very much 
furprifed to hear fuch a propofal from the mouth of a man, whom, by 
his drefs, he took to be a peafant. He was content, however, with 
telling him, that his maiter had already a fenefchal and a forefter, and 
propoied to the young man, to enter into his mafter’s fervice as a plough- 
boy. That humiliating offer covered Walter with confufion: he could 
hot retain his tears ; and cafting his eyes fadiy on his clothes, Curfed po- 
werty, cried he, it makes one be defpifed, who, without it, would be 
refpedted.. The fervant, touched with his grief, added: I recollect, 
that ju} now there is wanting a centinel for the caitle ; would that place 
fuit you? { will fpeak of it to my lord, and to-morrow youmay know 
his anfwer. Walter, who only wifhed to have the happinefs of being 
near Orgina, received the offer with gratitude. The affair fucceeded 3 
he was accepted ; they gave him a horn, and a brafs trumpet, to dif- 
charge the duties of his office. But they did not leave him long’ in fuch 
an employment ; in a few days, his good appearance made him be tak; 
en to ferve at table. 

This was all he could have chofen, if he had been allowed to form a 
with. He was going to fee cvery day, and to. contemplate freely the 
beauty which he loved’ However, it was this facility that he applaud- 
ed fo much, which, by giving ftrength to a hopelefs paflion, caufed his 
misfortune. This is generally tke cafe with love ; the wicked boy likes 
to torment thofe whom he has been able to fubdue; he has no pleafure 
but in feeing them fhed tears. 

The young man was become thin an pale. His mafter facing him 
waiting away infenfibly, would fay to him, fometimes, Walter, what 
isthe matter with you! But Walter took care not to tell him; he was 
afraid of being turned off immediately. From time to time, a mufician 
of the place, with whom he had formed a friendship, made him alfo the 
fame queftions.. The young man always anfwered, that there was fome- 
thing the matter with him he did not like to tell. However, it is fo 
fweet a pleafure to relieve one’s heart when it is full, that, prefled one 
May by the mufician, he told him : “ I believe you teo much my friend, 
* and I think too well of you, to fufpe& you of being capable of betray- 
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“ ing me, which would coft me my life, A young lady has entirely be- 
“ reft me of reafon, fince I muft confefs it to you ; and that lady is O- 
“* gina the daughter of my lord. You know my folly new, pity me; 
“ or rather endeavour to fuggeft fome refource, for.1 no longer know 
‘* what to do.” “ You are not wrong, when you fay you are foolith,” re. 
* plied the mufician; “ there is fomething in it ; for me, I have only one 
“ advice to give you, that is, to forget your mifirefs, and betake your- 
“ felf to another. 1 know many pretty ones, who farely would with 
“ no better, than to have for a lover fuch a fine young man as*you!” 
“ No, I cannot; and there is my misfortune. I feel very well without 
* your telling me, that I need never flatter myfelf with being loved by 
“ Ogina; but it is not poflible for me to live without her ; and for fome 
“ days, that an indifpofition deprives me of the happinefs of feeing her, 
“ I die, yes I die with chagrin. My dear friend, for ence move take 
“ pity on me ; advife me, or it is all over ; I muft renounce life.” Thefe 
words were pronounced in fo touching a tone, that the mufician could 
not help being melted with them. “ I with I poflefied the fecret which 
“ you afk of me,” faid he, “ I would offer it you willingly; but you 
** have a very embarafling love. I only fee one refource, that is, to make 
“ your miftrefs guefs it, fince you dare not tell it her. Come to my 
“ houfe; I have fome amorous airs, which 1 will teach you. You can 
“ eafily find an opportunity to fing them to her; and perhaps the reci- 
® tal of your pain will fucceed in touching her heart. 1 do not promife 
* you a fure fuccefs; but at any rate, you may try it; the work will 
® be, to find fome more happy means.” 

The advice pleafed Walter ; he learnt the fongs, and fung them. A- 
Jas! he did not know that he had no need of them. Could a paflion 
fo ftrong as his, be Jong unknown to her who was the object of it » O- 
gina had conceived an attachment for him ; and it was nothing butthe 
violence of that paflion, combated by the fhame of loving a valet, which 
had occafianed her malady. 

The funday following, Walter fouud a favourable occafion to fee her 
by herfclf. The parents were at church ; Ogina remained alone in the 
caftle. Embolden’d by love, he came into her chamsber, under the pre 
text of enquiring after her health ; but fearcely had he begun to fpeak, 
when his countenance became pale, and his whole body fell a tremblings 


Ogina, in the moft gentle tone, anfwered, that the fuffered a good deal, : 


and defiring the young man to fit down, begged him to relate to her 
fome ftory that might ferve to amufe her for a moment.—* Madam,” 
anfwered he, “ your diflrefs has given me fo much chagrin, that in = 
“ of the defire I have to pleafe you, it will be impoflible for me to 
“ you. From that moment, ! have loft every thing, joy, andr 
“ Nor is it your beauty, however perfe@ it be, which has attached me to 
“ you. No, itisthe enchanting charmsof your charaéter I love, It 1s 
“ your goodnefs, your gentlenefs, which makes one feel when they bave 
“ feen you, that they would give for you their heart’s blood, even to 
“ Jaitdrop. Ah! young lady, if Walter lofes you, hedies.” 

At thefe words, fighs choaked his voice, and his face. was covered 
with tears; but, terrified and confufed at having allowed his fecret to © 
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him, he rofe in hafte, without waiting for an anfwer, and efcap- 
ing as if he had committed a crime, he retired to his chamber, and fhut 
himfelf up from the fight of every perfon. 

' There, histemerity prefented itielf to his eyes, under the moft frightful 
colours. He believed that Ogina would complain of him to her parents ; 
and then it was all over with him. Every moment he imagined he 
heard them open the door in fury, to reproach him with his infolence, 
and to chace him with fhame from their houfe. Twenty times did he 
intend; to fave himfelf before their arrival, and by a timcous flight, 
to prevent that difhonour. But hope, which love never fuffers to be en- 
tirely extinguithed, arrefted him.—Love, even in the midi of this 
tempel, fometimes came to tempt him with a fmile. He paffed a 
part of the day in thefe mortal ftruggles. In fine, afrer dinner, when 
the parents were returned to church, refolving to try ¢very thing, he 
returned to the fair. 

Far from intending to afflict him, that tender lover had heard with 
tranfport the voluntary effufion of his love. She felt only one chagrin, 
that of feeing him in the ftate of fervitude. The firft word, therefore, 
fhefpoke te him on his return, was, te afk what was his name aad his 
parentage. “ You order it, faid he ; 1 will fatisfy you, whatever it thall 
“ coft me.” He then recounted, with great plainnefs dnd fincerity, all 
his adventures, fram the moment of the tournament, to that in which he 
entered the lands of the chevalier her father. “ It was then, added 
“ he, | faw you, and then too commenced my real pains; for all that 
* | had before fuffered, during four years of milery, was nothing, when 
“ compared with this fevcrer diftrefs. 1 withed tq live near you, and 
 fince thea, { have rcafon ftill more to complain. But I feel that my 
* misfortunes fhall not continue much longer ; and pezhaps Walter now 
“ {peaks to you for the laft time.” 

The impPreflion which this difcourfe made on the heart of Ogina, the 
furprife, the grief, and the joy which it excited in her, difcompofed her 
fo much, that the begged Walter to retire. Friend, faid fhe to him, 
leave me, 1 find myfelf very il, He went oitt in defpair from the ftate 
which he believed her to be in. If you had {een him at that time, you 
gould not but have piticd him. 

The young lady, on her fide, was not lefs agitated. She paffed the 

whole night in fighing, and turning herfelf fometimes on one fide, and 
fometimes on the other. At laft, fhe rofe, and called her chambermaid 
to make her bed again ; but fhe does not find herfelf any better than be- 
fore. She makes the head of the bed be put to the foot, the foot to the 
head: She lies fometimes on her back, on her fide, puts one arm out of 
bed, pulls it in again ; nothing gives her cafe, and her eyes conftantly 
tefufe feep. ‘ This is love then, cried fhe: Alas! how they deceive 
“ us, when they. tell us it will be our happinefs.” When the thinks on 
‘Walter, the grows pale, and blufhes alternately. She would have wifhed 
to fee him again’; then a moment after, fhe would not wifh it; then fits 
ap on her bed ; then lies down and crics: Ah! if Walter has fuffered as 
much as me, how ought I to pity him ? 
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At laft, after a great many tears and fighs, fhe got up when the day 
appeared; and although fhe did not doubt the fincerity of her lover, for 
greater fecurity fhe fent fecretly to Aupais, an old fervant, whofe fide- 
lity the could rely on. All that the f€rvant could difeover by his inqui- 
ries, perfectly agreed with what the young man had faid. The Cattel- 
lan, mortified at the feverity he had ufed towards his fon, weeped over 
him in fecret every day. in vain had he made him be fonght for ‘all 
over France; the mother had died\for grief. When Ogina heard that 
report, fhe could fcarce refrain inher joy from embracing the meffenger, 
She remained a moment plunged in a profound reverie ; but foon reco~ 
vering herfelf, the fent the fervant to beg her mother to come to her & 
partment. 

When the mother came, the fpoke to her thus: “ Madam, I have 
“ an important fecret to tell you; deign to hear me. You have in your 
“ fervice, a mam httile fitted for that place, the eldeft fon of the Caftellan 

d‘Aupais. Jt is the love with which I have infpired him, that has ine 

troduced him into your houfe. Within thefe few days, he has confefled 

it allto me; and I confefs to you in my turn, that I have not been’ able 

to ayoid joving him, and that! thali never think myfelf happy till you 

have given him tome fora hufband. Solicit this favour with ‘my fa- 
“ ther, [beg of you; but conceal from him, that I love Walter.” 

At this diufcourfe, the mother fell into a terrible rage. She imagin- 
ed, that her daughter had committed fome criminal weaknels, and 
that fhe had only feigned ficknefs to conceal the coafequences of it, 
But when the young lady had fworn that fhe never had fpoken to 
Waiter in her life, and that he had never deviated in the fimallet 
degree from that profound refpceét which a true lover always has 
for the perfon he loves; when fhe alfo related to her the precautions 
the had tuken not to. be deceived with regard to his birth, the lady be- 
came calm, and promifed to fpeak to her hufband. ’ 

‘The hufband knew. the Caftelian d‘Aupzis; the match was otherwife 
fuitable. Thus he coniented to the marriage ; and in the mean time, 
made Walter his fteward, ‘ahd gave him the keys of the caftle. In the 
new drefs he now afiumed, the good mien and the natural grace of the 
young lover appeared with eclat. He wasbetrothed to the young lady, and 
fent an exprefs to his father to make him acquainted with his marriage, 
and to invite him to the wedditg ~The Caftelian, enchanted with the 
news, went with his other children, and a croud of gentlemen his rela- 
tions or friends. Walter and he embraced tenderly, and weeped with 
joy. ‘There was’a grear feftival during three d:,-. ‘The fourth day 
they feparated. Walter faw his father depart wit}. regret ; but he could 
not follow him : he was going at laft, after fo many hardfhips, to taile 
the fweet pleafures of love. 


Let us fay a pater, that God may procure for all thofe who forall love as 
Walter did, the pleafure which he long enjoyed in the endearments of @ beloved 
wife, and the oficem of affcétienate relations, ; 
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Rearing of filk-worms in Scotland. 


Some years ago, Mits Henrietta Rhodes near Birmingham, tranfmitted 

to the Soyety of arts in London, an account of fome experiments fhe had 

made in rearing filk worms; which were conducted with fo much jadg- 
ment and accuracy, aste throw much light on that interefting branch of 

manufacture. It appeared by thefe experiments, that the only thing , 

wanting in Great Britain for rearing filk-worms in the greateft perfec- 

tion, was a fuflicient flock of mulberry trees. ' In this refpe&, the young 
lady was fubjected to fo great inconveniences, that fhe was forced io try 
if the could find any other fubftance, that could be employed as a fubfti- 
tute for the mulberry. Common ice lettuce anfwered that purpofe bet~ 

t& than any other. The filk-worm, the found, eat that fubftance with 

freedom, and the thinks they may be with fafety kept upon that food for 

better than.one haif the time they exift, without diminithing the fize of 

. the cocoons’'they produce, or hurting the quality of the filk ; provided 
the mulberry leaf be adminiifered to them during the latter part of the 
period of their exiftence. 

This paper produced fome other obfervations on the fame fubje& by 
other perfons. Mr. Bertizen, a hative of Italy, publifhed a pamphlet on 
the fubjet, with a profeifed intention to inquire, if filk worms could be 
reared with profit in Britain, and Mr. Peter Norille fenttwo different pa- 
peas to the Society of arcs on the fame fubject. Both thefe. gentlemen 
concur in opinion with Milfs Rhodes, that the filk-worm, in as far as_re- 
*gards the animal irfelf, can be reared.in Britain, with as great propriety 
asin any other country. They even find, that the climate is in general 
more favonrable to its conftitution, than that of warmer countries. For 
as they affert, heat is in general much more deftructive of thisinfe@than - 

, cold, and can be waisled off with much greater difficulty—Thunder is 
peculiarly deftructive to them. And as thunder is much more rare in 
Britain, than in warmer regions, it would, of courfe, be a much lefs 
hazardous article here, than in the countries where filk has ufually been 
hitherto produced. 

Thefe gentlemen, however, beth feem to be convinced, that the mul- 
betry leaf isthe only proper food for the filly worm, and are apprehen- 
five; that lattuce or any other fubftitute for it would prove hurtful to 
the undertaking. ‘Thefe, however, age but conjectures which do not 
invalidate Mifs Rhodes’s experiment, which, in as. far as one experi- 
ment can be relied on, proves decifive. There is ftill, however, reafon 


fo doubt, that till mulberry plants can be reared here in fufficient quan, 
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tities, the rearing of filk worms cannot be here carried on to fuch an 
extent, as to hecome an object of great national importance. 

The editor of this mifcellany was particularly attentive to all thefe ex. 
periments and reafonirgs, becaufe he forefaw, that if this branch of ru 
ral economy could be imtradnecd into this country, it could be carried on 
under the direction of a clafs of perfons admirably well qualified for that 
bufinefs, and it would afford to them a beneficial employment, that they 
now very much ftand in need of. The care of the filk worms them- 
felves, and the recling of fille from the cocoons, are bufineffes that cannot 
be properly performed bat by females. ‘The delicacy, the cleanlinefs 
neceflary, ane the lightnefs of the work, thew, that it ought tobe appro- 

jated to them. Now, there are many widow ladies in Scotland, who 
n ot a very genteel education, that have buta very moderate income 
to live upon; thefe ladies and their daughters, are in want of fome em- 
Piloyment that would produce a reafonable return of profit to help them 
to live, which was at the fame time folight, as not to fubject the body to 
greater exertiorsthan could bé eafily born, and fo genteel, as not to de- 
grade the perfon to the rank of fervants who engaged in it. It inftantly 
appeared, that the rearing of filk-worms, if once introduced, would an- 
fwer this purpofe moft effeCtually. bt miuft be carried on in the country; 
for there only the mulberry plants could be reared. ‘This then would 
fétve to eftablith refpeGtable families in neat little retired hamlets in the 
céuritry where their innocence and purity of manners would be preferved ; 
where thcy'would become patterns of induftry, neatnefs, and elegance to 
alfdreend them ; where they would be revered by the neigbourhood on ac- 
count of their more liberal education, and the fuperior dignity of their can- 
dud : the fouindnefs of the advice they would give in trying occafions, gud 
the mildiefs cf their charities to thefe whe are in want of them, whether 
shental or corporeal, would alfo ingratiate them with all their neighbours. 
They would thus become .refpectable members of fociety, refpectable. in 
their owe eyes, as well as in the eftimation of others, inftcad of being funk 
as'they are at'prefent to a fort of dependant {phere in towns, where, from 
the want of thefe ornaments, which female vanity too often confiders.as 
neteffaries, their tempers become foured. They are neglected too often 
By the flatterers around them if not handfome, or if they have the mis- 
fortuneto be beautiful, are too often furrounded by fnares that can {carcely 


Be refifted. ‘To effedt fucha defirable change in the fituation and circum- | 


ftances of this amiable part of the-community, is furely an obje@ of fuch 
confequence, asto-be well worth the attempting, were it even to be at- 
tended with fome difficulties. ° 

_On examining the fubjec with attention, it is clear from proofs drawn 
front experience, that the mulberry plant can be made to thrive very 
well in this country ; fo that the only difficulty that remains to be fe 
mnoved, is to fall bpon fome mode of rearing this tree in quantities, ata 
wery om vate. Here a great bar ftood at firft inthe way. The only 
mode hitherto adopted of raifing the mulberry in this country, is by lay- 
ers. And this, confidering the frsall quantity of ftocks that can be here 
procured, and the flownefs of the procefs, was evidently incapable of 
furnifhing plants in abundance for fome centuries to come. Why not 
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faidhé to himfelf, raife them from feeds? The white mulberry does not 
prodace frait; but is the white mulberry that alone on which filk-wornis 
can be reared with profit ?—A little reading foon fatisfied hin this is 
not the cafe; as in the kingdom of Valencia im Spain, and fome other 
countries abroad, which raife abundance of fine filk, the black mulberry 
only is cultivated. 

‘Thus encouraged, he procured fome mulberry feeds from London. 
Thefe he fowed ;—the plants came ap in abundance ;—they are now in 
a thriving condition ;~ the tact is afcertained ;—millions of mulberry- 
trees may be produeed in a fingle feafon ;—The plants may be afforded 
at as low a price as moft kind of common trees in this country ;—ex- 
tenfive, or what is better, numerous {mall plantations of thefe may be 
made at next to no expence.—In two years from the time of being 
planted, they can be employed for feeding fitk worms—In gathering 
the leaves, the younger parts of a family, which can fcarcely be engag- 
ed about any gainful operation, might be fafely employed—Tending 
the worms thenifelves would furnifh occupation to thofe farther advanc- 
ed; while the winding the cocoons, which requires patience and atten- 
tion, (and in which, if he be rightly informed, ten or twelve _fhillings 
might be eafily earned in a day), would furnifh a fuitable work wo the 
aged mother, 

Such are the alluring profpects that open on the contemplation of this 
bafinefs. ‘To thofe who have not inveitigated ic with attention, they 
will appear too flattering ; the more it is enquired into, however, it will 
appear to be the more and more within our reach. This will beft appear 
by an impartial iketch of the ‘hiftory of the rife, progrefs, and prefent 
ftate of the bufinefs of filk rearing on ‘the globe, which the editor will 
take an early opportunity of laying before his readers; and this, he 
hopes, will prove a f{peculation both ufeful and interefting, 
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